EMBARGOED UNTIL MIDNIGHT SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2009 
End Child Poverty Coalition Urges 
Government to Support Families in Budget 2010
The End Child Poverty Coalition today (31 August 2009) launched its Pre-Budget Submission 2010. The Coalition, a partnership of seven organisations including  Barnardos, the Children’s Rights Alliance, Focus Ireland, the National Youth Council of Ireland, OPEN, Pavee Point, and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,  expressed its concern that the recession is having an adverse affect on the most vulnerable children in Ireland. The Coalition indicated that many families are experiencing real hardships and require assistance to meet the costs associated with raising children in Ireland, for example, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul experienced an increase of up to 36% in requests for help over the first six months of 2009 with most people seeking food vouchers, help with energy costs, household goods such as furniture and bedding, assistance with the cost of education. Many others report that they are simply unable to get by on their low income.  

Spokesperson for the End Child Poverty Coalition, Mr. John-Mark McCafferty, said: “While recognising the very real difficulties facing Government in the upcoming Budget, we urge decision makers to ensure that children are protected from poverty when making decisions in the areas that will have serious consequences for children’s lives.” 

The End Child Poverty Coalition hit back at the justification of sweeping cuts in social welfare supports put forward by the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes (McCarthy Report). The group highlighted the fact that despite apparent decreases in the cost of living in recent CSO reports, families dependent on social welfare or in low paid employment spend greater proportions of their income on basic goods and services and figures indicate that many of these have in fact increased in the last year. 
Mr. McCafferty elaborated: “Some very essential costs have actually increased this year, putting extra pressure on families whose budgets are already stretched to breaking point. Childcare costs increased by 6%, doctor’s fees by 2%, dental fees by 2%, hospital services by 9% and bus fares increased by 11%. It is false to say that all costs fell this year when some very basic services that families with children depend on have gone up. It is unacceptable that the McCarthy report suggests cuts which will certainly push many families further into poverty and have a significant impact on children’s well-being.”
He continued: “If the McCarthy report cuts are implemented, it will mean that the poorest families in Ireland – many of whom have already suffered as a result of rising unemployment – will be made to shoulder a disproportionate share of the burden of recession. This is fundamentally unequal and unfair.” 
The End Child Poverty Coalition is urging the Government to consider the real consequences for children living in or at risk of poverty when examining options to cut expenditure in social welfare, education and health. The group demanded that those children most in need be offered the highest level of protection from cuts in Budget 2010 and expenditure should target these children first and foremost. 

The Coalition is calling for particular measures in Budget 2010, including:

· Increase the Qualified Child Allowance so that it can contribute in a real way to lifting the incomes of poor families above the ‘at risk’ of poverty threshold. 

· Increase the income thresholds for the Family Income Supplement (FIS); raise the FIS payment rate, and make its payment automatic to eligible families.

· No further cuts to education spending and services.

· Don’t implement measures set out in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes. 

· Maintain current payment rate of Rent Supplement. 

· Extend eligibility for the Rental Accommodation Scheme to families on Rent Supplement after 6 months rather than current 18 months. 
Mr. McCafferty concluded: “It is crucial that at a minimum the basic social welfare payments are left alone in the upcoming budget in order to support families already stretched to their financial limit and who simply cannot get by on any less.”

ENDS

For further information please contact:  

· John Mark McCafferty, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 01 829 9013/ 087 236 3995
· Patrick Nulty, Focus Ireland, 01 881 5965/ 087 9688259.

· Maria Corbett, Children’s Rights Alliance, 01-6629400/ 087 7835057

Note to Editors
The full End Child Poverty Coalition Pre-Budget Submission 2010 can be found at www.endchildpoverty.ie
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